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penny to produce. But on the one hand, he himself was sure
to fall a victim to the psychic effects of the Absolute, and hand
over the whole factory on the spot to his workmen, his brothers
in God, as their common property, while on the other hand
he very soon realized that those mountains of tacks were utterly
valueless because he would find no market for them

It is true that the woikmen no longer had to stand at the
machines and carry bars of iron, and were part-proprietors of
the factory besides But in a few days' time it became evident
that it was necessary to get rid, somehow or other, of the
hundred-ton mountains of tacks which had ceased to be sale-
able goods At first some attempts were made to send the tacks
off m wagon-loads to imaginary addresses, later on, there was
nothing for it to do bu|J:o cart them off to huge dumps outside
the city This removal of the tacks kept all the workmen busy
for a full fourteen hours a day, but they did not grumble,
being illuminated by the divine spirit of love and of mutual
service.

Forgive me for spending so much time over these tacks The
Absolute was ignorant of industrial specialization It invaded
the spinning-mills with equal ardour, and there not only per-
formed the miracle of making sand into ropes, but even spun
it into thread *In the weaving and fulling mills and in the
stocking factories it laid hold on the entire textile department,
and reeled off without pause millions of kilometres of every-
thing that can be cut with scissors It took possession of the iron
works, the rolling mills, the foundries, the factories for agri-
cultural machinery, the sawmills, timber works, rubber works,
sugar-mills, chemical works, fertilizer works, nitrogen and
naphtha plants, printing works, paper-mills, dye works, glass
works, potteries, boot and shoe f actories, ribbon works, forges,
mines, breweries, distilleries, creameries, flour-mills, mints,
motor works, and grinding plants It wove, spun, knitted,
forged, cast, erected, sewed, planed, cut, dug, burned, printed,